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November 1, 2006
CONTACT:      J. Miller

888-555-1234 (office)

888-555-1235 (cell)
=================================================
City XYZ Announces Resolution to Become a Sustainable City and to Combat Global Warming 
City XYZ’s, Mayor Joe Smith and the City Council unanimously passed a resolution last evening, supporting the US Mayor’s Conference on Global warming  "Every city and every individual can take steps to reduce global warming," Mayor Smith said. "Cities are where most emissions occur -- and cities are where the solutions must begin." 

Some were surprised that this sometimes conservative city, took such a strong stand on this topic. "The climate affects Democrats and Republicans alike” said the vice mayor. “Weather patterns are changing. Here we rely on the winter snow for our drinking water, in the south they worry about seasonal storms, in the west agriculture is threatened, all across America the cost of energy is going up and all of our coastlines are eroding.The costs of doing nothing are greater than doing something.”
The mayor isn’t alone in his commitment to make our city a livable community and at the same time contribute to a larger global effort. More than 656 mayors, representing a total population of over 72,701,582 citizens have signed the US Mayor’s agreement on Global warming and many of them are writing sustainability action plans with the assistance of ICLEI’s-City for Climate Protection Program. 
ICLEI will host a workshop on Thursday August 29th, for all 
Deschamabault says that “so many of the values of a ‘sustainability city’ have already been part of our city’s achievements over the last several years, and this just really institutionalizes it”. Moraga has passed a construction and demolition debris ordinance, and just last month, the Design Review Board put green building guidelines into place.  

City XYZ has a long history of environmental stewardship in maintaining a safe, healthy and sustainable city. During a renovation of City Hall last year, the Town Council mandated that all lighting be converted to low wattage energy efficient fluorescent light bulbs, saving the city nearly $xx per month or $xx per year. In addition, many residents may not even be aware that since 20XX, approximately XX% of  City XYZ’s electricity has come from large, clean alternative energy projects. Ms. Suzanne Jones, the City Manager has promoted aggressive investment of the town’s monies in renewable energy. 

The city’s next project is to involve the school district and the police fleets. Studies have clearly shown that diesel can impact young children and contribute to childhood asthma. To protect the health of our community, XYZ  will begin a proactive program  to switch to corn oil, or “Biodiesel” fuel in all of its diesel school buses and police vehicles. The City’s Financial Manager has drafted an annual contract that provides for a discount and a set agreement for a constant recurring monthly cost. The police chief says there should be no change in operations. The city is arranging to have the corn oil delivered to the city’s current  local refueling station. Since diesel vehicles do not require any type of retrofit to run on biodiesel, it shouldn’t be any type of change for the day to day operation of the city”s public fleet. The financial manager estimates that with the raising fuel costs, the city will break even at the end of this year and then begin to realize savings in the years to come. In addition, the new project will avoid the use of  XX,000 gallons of fossil  fuel  in one year alone!
“Although City YXZ has been actively engaged in environmental stewardship for decades and has achieved measurable results, it is my hope that we can take on additional projects such as this that will save taxpayers money in the long run and make us catalysts for change for a liveable city that others turn to as an example.” Says Mayor Joe Smith.
“It is our job to examine each city activity more closely, find places where we can make a difference, build upon them, and weave them into the city’s plans for decades to come” said City Councilmember A. "Our actions are ambitious but realistic" 

Examples of greenhouse gas mitigation projects that the town will review and consider include:  

Improving the energy efficiency of town facilities

Improving waste material collection and recycling 

Preserving or planting trees, which absorb CO2

Implementing transportation programs that reduce vehicle trips; and
Building facilities that can turn waste heat into power generation. 

Prior to passing the city resolution City Council members discussed the economic costs and benefits of adopting such a resolution. City officials made these points about the economic benefits of sustainable city policies: 

· Energy efficiency is a good business decision. A reduction in energy use will lead to monthly savings for the city. 

· Supporting and encouraging local shopping thru walkable, livable communities generates sales tax revenue for our town.
· Alternative transportation programs, will reduce traffic 

· The cost of not acting could be extraordinarily high. At its current pace, global warming will increase storm intensity, reduce the region's snowpack, threatening drinking water, irrigation and hydroelectric supplies. 

LINKS TO ACTUAL PRESS AND PRESS RELEASES 
Governor of NY Announces proposed Cuts to Greenhouse Gas Emissions

http://www.ny.gov/governor/press/05/may18_05-5.htm
New York and 6 Other Northeast States to Address Climate Change Plan Would Reduce CO2 Emissions from Power Plants by 10 Percent by 2019
http://www.ny.gov/governor/press/05/1220052.htm
City of Palo Alto Commits to Report Emissions to CA Registry 

http://www.city.palo-alto.ca.us/press/New%20Releases/20060417a.htm
King County Executive Ron Sims and Seattle Mayor Greg Nickels  receive national Sierra Club Award for Environmental Leadership.

http://www.sierraclub.org/pressroom/releases/pr2006-07-21.asp
Ray Nagin, Mayor of New Orleans, says he joined because a projected rise in sea levels "threatens the very existence of New Orleans". In Hawaii, the mayor of Maui county, Alan Arakawa, a Republican, said he joined because he was frustrated by Washington's failure to recognize the scientific consensus that climate change was happening because of human activity. 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/usa/story/0,12271,1485595,00.html#article_continue
Sunday June 5th Mayor Will Wynn of Austin Texas Joins world leaders to sign the Urban Environmental Accords. http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/council/mw_un_env_accord.htm
In Des Moines Iowa, Sustainability will improve lives now as well as in the future. 

http://www.dmregister.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060827/OPINION01/608270302/1035/archive
A weatherization project in the Pleasantvill neighborhood of Houston is showing marked successs: http://www.houstontx.gov/mayor/press/20060126.html
http://www.houstontx.gov/mayor/press/20060608.html
II. SAMPLE EDITORIAL

November 1, 2006

=================================================
Blah, blah, blah

LINKS TO ACTUAL EDITORIALS 
Editorial by Mayor Tom Bates in Berkeley: 

http://www.berkeleydaily.org/text/article.cfm?issue=08-25-06&storyID=24943
Editorial by Rocky Anderson: Making a difference in One American City: Salt Lake City http://www.dfw.com/mld/dfw/news/opinion/15099505.htm
Carol Hunter writes an editorial about Mayor Frank Cownie, Des Moines

http://www.desmoinesregister.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2006608270302
C. BOYDEN GRAY, U.S. Ambassador to the European Union writes about Win-Win Energy Policies that reduce GHG and also ensure Energy Security http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/02/06/AR2007020601540.html
Please Note: full articles are attached Below. 
III. SAMPLE TALKING POINTS

November 1, 2006

=================================================

Blah, blah, blah

LINKS TO ACTUAL TALKING POINTS 

Text of Sen. Feinstein's speech on global warming, delivered August 25, 2006 to the Commonwealth Club in San Francisco
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/chronicle/archive/2006/08/25/MNdifitext25.DTL
text of Gavin Newsom’s speech

http://sfwater.org/detail.cfm/C_ID/2137/
I haven’t found these easily on-line. 

Perhaps some of the participating Mayor’s would be able to share theirs with us?

And then we could put them here as links. 
