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	Contra Costa County Climate Leaders Program
A Project of Generation Green – a 501(c)3 Non-profit organization

Find Links to Other Local Government Policy Opportunities at
www.cccclimateleaders.org


Vehicle Miles Traveled
What – A reliance on vehicles results in 37 percent of Contra Costa county’s emissions from transportation or vehicle miles traveled (VMT). VMTs are growing at a much faster rate than population or the economy and are projected to continue to grow. http://www.co.contra-costa.ca.us/depart/cd/transportation/cleanairplan.pdf
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Why – Reducing VMTs offers several benefits such as:
1. Reduce traffic, motor vehicle accidents and encourage healthier living.
2. Less pollutants in the air means fewer cases of cardiovascular and respiratory diseases.
3. Spending less, the average price for a gallon of gas in California is $3.67 

Who - Elected officials and city staff can make 
policy and staff decisions to reducing the VMTs thru employee programs and adjustments in city fleets. Municipalities can ensure land use planning incorporates smart use and infill is near. Public transit system (BART and bus) and provide walking or bike alternatives. Cities can also consider carpooling programs and partnering with community groups to increase ridership.

Where – Cities are making a shift towards improving public transit and adopting more eco-friendly cars to use
1. Martinez, Walnut Creek and Pleasant Hill have charging stations for electric vehicles. 
http://www.cityofmartinez.org/news/displaynews.asp?NewsID=407&TargetID=1
2. Several cities including Hercules, Martinez and Oakley have added hybrid and alternative-fuel vehicles to their government fleet. The county has 72 hybrids and 51 alternative-fuel vehicles. 
http://www.ca-ilg.org/post/contra-costa-county-greening-fleets
3. El Cerrito held a “No Car Challenge” for city workers and residents in 2010 to reduce reliance on vehicle. transportation. http://www.el-cerrito.org/archives/42/cc100503m.pdf
4. Pittsburg will be adding bike lanes to all major streets. http://www.ci.pittsburg.ca.us/Modules/ShowDocument.aspx?documentid=1393
5. Lafayette adopted a Bikeways Master Plan. http://www.ci.lafayette.ca.us/vertical/sites/%7BC1C49B72-3D02-4C7B-82A7-92186ABD75FF%7D/uploads/%7BB7115D62-0B3E-4CD5-B507-AA092FDBD37E%7D.PDF

How – Listed below are links to help cities that are interested in finding ways to reduce VMT.
· Transportation 2035 Plan:  The San Francisco Bay Area takes a good look at Transportation and what to do about it http://www.mtc.ca.gov/planning/2035_plan/
· The most-effective policy sets combine land use policies, such as compact growth, with strong transit provision and not expanding highway capacity. The addition of auto pricing policies, such as fuel taxes, work trip parking charges, or all-day tolls increases the effectiveness of the land use and transit policies. http://www.vtpi.org/johnston.pdf
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Senate Bill (SB) 375 aims to reduce per capita GHG emissions from passenger vehicles by 7 to 8 percent by 2020 and 13 to 16 percent by 2035. http://www.ppic.org/content/pubs/report/R_211LBR.pdf
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