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What?
City resiliency refers to how prepared cities are when faced with the effects of climate change. Strategies include updating and maintaining flood and drought (and other natural disasters) plans-specifically accounting for high risk populations such as young, old, and poor, reducing water usage/ increase water usage efficiency, sourcing more locally produced food,  increasing opportunities for local employment and promoting/encouraging  renewable energy sources- living and working in energy efficient buildings.
WhY?
The effects of climate change on our communities are already apparent. To decrease vulnerability to inevitable future changes, it is recommended that local governments work with field experts and community members to develop their own Local Resilience Action Plan. Developing strategies and policies that achieve both mitigation and adaption goals can save time and money.Preparing for change will be more cost effective and save more lives than recovery efforts alone.

WhO? 

Local governments should work with utilities (water, energy, transportation infrastructure, etc.), emergency response teams such as local fire and police and paramedics as well as local community members to develop a Local Resilience Action Plan to ensure individual cities are prepared and more resilient in the face of climate change.
In 2009, California adopted a statewide Climate Adaptation Strategy to address potential impacts of future climate change and outlined strategies across several sectors including Public Health, Biodiversity and Habitat, Oceans and Coastal Resources, Water, Agriculture, Forestry, and Transportation and Energy to prepare for the effects of climate change. 

http://resources.ca.gov/climate_adaptation/docs/Statewide_Adaptation_Strategy.pdf
Where? 

· Pinole- Updated their general plan to include more than 90 policies and actions that address climate change adaptation and mitigation http://www.bcdc.ca.gov/planning/climate_change/AdaptPinolePlan.shtml
· Richmond-Hosts Richmond Rivets, a program looking to better prepare for emergencies and natural disasters. http://2stepsamonth.wordpress.com 

· Oakley-Structured their Emergency Operations Plan to include both climate change adaptation and mitigation strategies as well as the effects of climate change on the city.

http://www.ci.oakley.ca.us/UserFiles/Emergency%20Plan%202007.pdf
· Contra Costa County-Updated their Hazard Mitigation Plan in 2011 and includes emergency preparedness regarding drought, dam failure, earthquakes, flood and severe weather.

http://www.co.contra-costa.ca.us/DocumentView.aspx?DID=6024
· The Bay Area Joint Policy Committee (JPC) Identified number of Bay Area projects and lists them in Appendix B: http://www.abag.ca.gov/jointpolicy/pdfs/RIORDAN-Summary-Report.pdf
·  California- Backed by FEMA, California released an updated State Hazard Mitigation Plan (SHMP) outlining hazard analysis, mitigation strategies, goals and objectives.
http://hazardmitigation.calema.ca.gov/plan/state_multi-hazard_mitigation_plan_shmp
· SPUR has prepared a study and a list of recommended actions called the Ocean Beach Master Plan for the City of San Francisco.  It includes new infrastructure projects in order to address rising sea levels and to improve public safety.http://www.spur.org/ocean-beach and San Francisco has a Resilient SF program: http://resilientsf.org/

· After a severe 2009/10 winter storm season eroded the bluffs , San Francisco’s Department of Public Works DPW is taking action to ensure public safety along the Great Highway  http://www.sfdpw.org/index.aspx?page=718
· LaMorinda Cities have experienced large SinkHoles and working to find local funding mechanisms for addressing aging infrastructure that is unable to withstand increased storm surges. http://www.contracostatimes.com/news/ci_22114393/lafayette-giant-sinkhole-collapses-road and http://www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0624/Orinda-Averts-Sinkhole-Calamity-Complete-Tarabrook-repair-will-take-time-and-money.html
· Chula Vista, CA  became the first local government in southern California to adopt a climate adaptation plan, which includes design future development and municipal projects to be resilient to the rise in sea level. http://www.chulavistaca.gov/Whats_New/details.asp?NewsID=1886
How?  

There are a variety of strategies to increase city resiliency.
· Assess and map the areas of vulnerability in your city. 
· Update emergency response/preparedness plans to address impacts of climate change.
· Maintain updated flood, drought (and other natural hazards) plans- specifically accounting for high risk populations: old, young, etc and high risk areas: flood plains, coastlines, deltas, etc

· Reduce water usage/ increase water usage efficiency. Contra Costa County’s Los Vaqueros Reservoir is planning an Expansion to ensure consistent water supplies are vailable: http://www.lvstudies.com/

· Enhance resilience to storm events through improving and updating building practices

· Source more locally produced food to be more self-sustaining

· Increase opportunities for local employment so people can work and live in the same town.
· New Yorker Magazine: How can Cities be climate Proofed? http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2013/01/07/130107fa_fact_klinenberg
To Learn More?  
· Bay Area Regional Health Inequities (BARHII)  www.barhii.org
· Community Healthh Indicators for Contra Costa County http://cchealth.org/health-data/hospital-council
· The Bay Area Climate & Energy Resilience Project a collaborative of more than 100 public, private, and non-profit stakeholders in the nine-county San Francisco Bay Area. Focused on specific actions that will help all Bay Area stakeholders http://www.abag.ca.gov/jointpolicy/projects.html
· CA Climate Adaptation Strategy (CAS): The CAS outlines the effects of climate change on California and how the state can adapt to the impending change.  http://resources.ca.gov/climate_adaptation/docs/Statewide_Adaptation_Strategy.pdf
· CA Adaption Planning Guide (APG): The APG gives an overview of adaption strategies, an in-depth understanding of climate change effects, and examines the impacts of climate change at a regional level.  http://resources.ca.gov/climate_adaptation/local_government/adaptation_policy_guide.html
· Climate Adaptation and Sea-Level Rise in the San Francisco Bay Area http://www.planning.org/planning/2012/jan/waterwarriorsside2.htm
· A Workbook on Planning for Urban Resilience in the Face of Disasters http://www.resilience.org/resource-detail/1315633-a-workbook-on-planning-for-urban
· Baylocalize.org : Community Resilience Toolkit http://www.baylocalize.org/files/CRT%202.0%20Climate%20Impact%20and%20Job%20Opportunity%20Assessment%20updated%2011.19.12.pdf
· CCC Hazard Mitigation Plan Update http://www.co.contra-costa.ca.us/DocumentView.aspx?DID=6024
· California Emergency Management Agency’s Climate Change Adaption Guide http://resources.ca.gov/climate_adaptation/docs/APG_-_PUBLIC_DRAFT_4.9.12_small.pdf
· ICLEI Fact Sheet on Adaption Strategies http://www.icleiusa.org/action-center/learn-from-others/local-governments-extreme-weather-and-climate-change-2012
· Association of Bay Area Governments developed a Multi-Jurisdictional Local Hazard Mitigation Plan for the San Francisco Bay Area for local Bay Area legislative communities to use as a framework for developing their own resilience plans. http://quake.abag.ca.gov/mitigation/
· ICLEI has organized Resilient Cities, a series of annual international congresses on adaptation to climate change and offers resources such as local government climate change adaption toolkits.  http://www.iclei.org/index.php?id=10832
· The San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission helped form the Adapting to Rising Tides or, the ART Project to increase the Bay Area’s disaster preparedness and resilience to sea level rise and storm events while protecting critical ecosystem and community services. http://www.adaptingtorisingtides.org/
· Visit the PG&E website, and Post to Your Community Pages for useful links with detailed information on what to do in case of fire, flood, earthquake, storms, outages and extreme heat events. http://www.pge.com/myhome/edusafety/naturaldisaster/emergencyprepare/index.shtml
· ABAG (Association of Bay Area Governments) Regional Resilience Initiative. http://quake.abag.ca.gov/resilience/
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